They will leave Cagayan de Oro on October 8, and
pass by various provinces for some awareness-raising
actions before proceeding to Manila. The farmers will
be at the camp-out from October 11 to 25, and will
hold forums, discussions and other actions in schools;

HOW you and other support institutions.
can help?

Baktas BTL need the support of the people Speak against this case of

of Manila and the solidarity of peaples all state-sponsored land grabbing, [ssue
over the world. You can extend your a solidarity message, write CMU
support in various ways: officials or President Duterte and

international bodies, or voice out
your opinions in social media and

- c . L
Organu;e a forum or any aware- other channels in support of the BTL
ness-raising activities in your schools, farmers.

churches, offices or communities.
oy 4 Donate « support the farmers’
Visit e Kampuhan from October 11-25 cause for land and life. Help them

in front of DAR and interact with the sustain their camp out with rice,

farmers, or listen to their stories and songs food and other material or cash
donations, or you may buy their
l}rgil'l'lji_' rice F[‘l“il'lf_'l_‘ Lo augm:‘nl
their organization’s income,

of struggle, see their exhibit and cultural
performances, and more.

For details and other concerns,

contact the following:

Baktas BTL National Secretarlat ‘Baktas BTL is organized by the BTL Farmers

cfo KMP National Secretariat

217-B Alley 1 Road 7, Project 6, Quezon City,
Philippines

Telefax: +63(2) 456-5727

Email: kmp@kilusangmagbubukid.org

Web: www. kilusangmagbubukidngpilipinas.com

Association | Kahugpungan sa miga Mag-uun
sa Bukidnon (KARAMA-Bukidnon) | Kilosang

Maghubokid ng Pilipinas
£ I

$-II‘1|'I-I}II::J by Sendro Para s Tunay na
Repormmng Adprarva, Hural Misstonattes of the

Philippines | AMIHAN Natlonal Federatbon of

Baktas BTL Mindanao Secretariat

cfo RURAL MISSIONARIES OF THE PHILIPPINES
Morthem Mindanao Sub-Region (RMP-MNMR), Inc

Room 310, 3rd Floor, Diocesan Centrum, Salvador Liuch
St, Poblacion, 9200 lligan City, Philippines

T/F: +63 (63) 303 1595 Mobile: +63 917 590 8804 E;
rmp.nmrgE@gmail.com W: www.rmp-nmr.org

Pegsant Women | .‘in:.l.-!_l['u van | Rise for
Education | Alllance of Concerned Teachers |
Congress of Teachers and Eduecators loe
National Democracy-UP Diliman | Peoples
Coalithon on Fossd Huw-r._-.!_ul.ll.'i Internatiomal

Lengue: of People's Striggges




BTL to DAR & Duterte:

BTL Farmers!

Distribute 517 has.
of CMU lands to

Dubbed as ‘Baktas BTL: Fight for Land and
Life!, 100 farmer leaders and supporting
organizations and individuals will traverse
1,497 kilometers separating their homes and
the national capital to set up camp at the
Department of Agrarian Reform at the Quezon
Circle on October 11. The collective journey
and the campout aim to press the government,
through the DAR, to officially declare the
farmers as the rightful owners of the BTL-tilled
lands, and at the same time recognize the rights
of the Lumad to their ancestral domain. They
will officially submit their petition to DAR and
gain public support for their demand.

They will march from Manila to Quezon City,
passing by churches and other government
institutions on the way.

Many of the BTL farmers have been tilling the land since
they were hired by Philippine Packing in 1975, Throughout
the changes in the university administration, the farmers
were able to continuously work on the land because of their
unified assertion of their right, first as individual reactions
to their need for livelihood in 1986, then as organized
groups from 1988 onwards. Functioning like a big landlord,
CMU leases its lands to agribusinesses instead of allowing
the farmers to utilize the land for their food.

This experience shows that farmers can only rely on their
collective strength if they would want to win their fight against
the continuing feudal land relations.

The BTL believes it is not through the use of prime agricultural
land for income generation of the university that will address
the problem in its budget, but a higher state subsidy for educa-
tion.

We are human. We
need to eat. We need
to send our children
to school. We need
to give medication
to the sick members
of our family. Thus,
we need to till. If

‘ you rob us of our

lands, this means
death to us. And if
we will not fight, we
will die a dishonor-

ﬂ.ble dEﬂth. -Wennie Loable

BTL Chairperson
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